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AN ACT to enable the people of Wisconsin Territory to 
form a Constitution and State Government, and for the admis- 
sion of such State into the Union. 


Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


That the people of the Territory of Wisconsin be, and they 
are hereby authorized to form a Constitution and State Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of being admitted into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original States, in all respects whatsoever, 
| by the name of the State of Wisconsin, with the following ` 
boundaries, to wit: Beginning at the northeast corner of the 


t 
i 
é 
f 
t 
$ 
l 


Tei "7 ` 


| State of Illinois, that is to say, at a point in the centre of Lake 
Michigan where the line of forty-two degrees and thirty min- 
utes of north latitude crosses the same; thence running with the 
boundary line of the State of Michigan, through Lake Michi- 
gan, Green Bay, to the mouth of the Menomonee river; 
į shence up the channel of said river to the Brule river; thence 
up said last mentioned river shore to Lake Brule; thence along 
' the southern shore of Lake Brule, in a direct line, to the centre 
, af the channel between Middle and South Islands, in the Lake 
| , of the Desert; thence in a direct line to the head waters of the 
| Montreal river, as marked upon the survey made by Captain 
Cram; thence down the main channel of the Montreal river to 
the middle of Lake Superior; thence through the céftre of 
Lake Superior to the mouth of the St. Louis river; thence up 
the main channel of said river to the first rapids in the same 
above the Indian village, according to Nicollet’s map; thence 
due south to the main branch of the St. Croix; thence 
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down the main channel of said river to the Mississippi; ; thence 
down the centre of the main channel of that river to the 
northwest corer of the State of Illinois; thence due east with 
the northern boundary of the State of Illinois to the place of 
beginning, as established by “An act to enable the péople of 
Illinois Territory to form a Constitution and State Government, 
and for the admission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States, approved April eighteen, 
eighteen hundred and eighteen. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That to prevent all dis- 
putes in reference to the jurisdiction of Islands in the said Brule 
and Menomonee rivers, the line to be so run as to include within 
the jurisdiction of Michigan all‘the islands in the Brule and 
Menomonee rivers, (to the extent in which said rivers are 
adopted as a boundary,) down to and inclusive of the Quinese¢ 
` Falls of the Menomonee; and from thence the line-shall be so 
run es to include within the jurisdiction of Wisconsin all the 
jslands in the Menomonee river, from the falls aforesaid down 
to the junction of said river with Green Bay: Provided, Thet 
the adjustment of boundary, as fixed in this act, between Wis- 
consin and Michigan, shall not be binding on Congress unless 
the same shall be ratified by the State of Michigan on or before 
the first day of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
eight, 

Sec. 3. And be if further enacted, That the said State of 
Wisconsin shall have concurrent jurisdiction of the Mississippi 
and all other rivers and waters bordering on the said State of 
` Wisconsin, so far as the same shall form a common boundary to 

said State, and any other State or States now or hereafter to be 
formed or botinded by the same; and said river and waters, and 
‘the waters leading into the same shall be common highways, 
and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of said State as to all 
other citizens of the United States, without any tax, duty, im- 
post or toll therefor. 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, 'That from and after the 
admission of the State of Wisconsin into the Union, in puren, 
ance of this act, the laws of the United States, which are not lo- 
cally inapplicable, shall have the same forceayzd-effect within the | 
State of Wisconsin as elsewhere within the United States; and. 
said State shall constitute one district, and be called the district 
ef Wisconsin; anda district court shall be held therein, to: con- 
sist of one judge, who shall reside in the said district, and be 


- called the district Judge. He shall hold at the seat of govern- 


ment of said State two sessions of said coutt annually, on the 
first Mondays in Januery and July, and he shall in all things 
have and exercise the same jurisdiction and powers which were 
by law given to the judge of the Kentucky district, under an 
act entitled “An act to establish the judicial courts of the Uni- 
ted States.” Fie shall appoint a clerk for said district, who shall 
reside and keep the records of said court-at the place of holding 
the same; and shall receive for the services performed by him, 
the same fees te which the clerk of the Kentucky district is by 
jaw entitled for similar services. There shall be allowed to 
che judge of said district court the annual compensation of fif- 
teen hundred dollars, to commence from the date of his appoint- 
ment, to be paid quarterly at the treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
appointed in said district a person learned in the law, to act as 
attomey of the United States, who, in addition to the State fees, 
shail be paid the sum of two hundred dollars annually by the 
United States, as a full compensation for all extra services; the 
said payment to be made quarterly at the treasury of the Uni- 
zed States. And there shall also be appointed a Marshal for 
said district, who shali perform the same duties, be subject to 
the same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same 
fees, as are prescribed ahd allowed to Marshals in other dis- 
tricts; and shall moreover be allowed the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars annually as a compensation for all extra services. — 
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Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That until. another cen- 
sus shall be taken and apportionment made, the State of Wis- 
consin shall he entitled to two representatives in the Congress 
of the United States, ` 8 ' É 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the following pro- 
positions are hereby submitted to the Convention which shall 
assemble for the purpose of forming o Constitution for a 
State of Wisconsin, foil acceptance or rejection, and if accepted 
by said Convention, and ratified by an article in the Constitu- 
tion, they shall be obligatory on the United States: 

First. That section numbered sixteen in eacli township of 
the public lands in said State, and where such sections have 
been soll or othcrwise disposed of, other lands equivalent there- 
to, and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to coid State 
for the use of schools. 

Socond, Phut the seventy-two sections or two entire town- 
ships of land set apart and reserved for the use and support of 
a University by an aet of Congress, approved oa the twilih 
day of Jane, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, entitle? «An 
act concerning a seminary of learning in the Terriers 7 Wis- 
consin,” are hereby granted and conveyed to, the State, to be 
cppropriated solely to the use and support ef such University, 
in such manner as the Legislature may preserie. 

Third. "hat ten entire sections of land, to be selected and 
located under the direction of the Legisiature, A legal divisions 
of not less then one quarter section, from any of the unappro- 

priated lands belonging to the United States within the said 
Btate, arc hereby granted to the seid State, fur the purpose of 
completing the public buildings of the said State, or for the 
erection of others at the seat of government, under the direction 
of the Legislature thereof. 

Fourth. hat all salt springs within said State not exceed- - 

ing twelye in number, with six sections of land adjoining, or as ` 
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contiguous as may be to each, shall be granted to the State for 
its use; the same to be selected by the Legislature thereof. 
‘within one year after the admission of said State; and when so 
selected; to be used or disposed of on such terms, conditions, and 
regulations as the Legislature shall direct: Provided, That. no 
salt spring or land, the right whereof is now vested in any indi- 
vidual or individuals, or which may hereafter be confirmed or 
adjudged to any individual or individuals, shall by this seetion. 
be granted to said State. : 

Fifth, That five per centum of the nett posi of sales of 
public lands lying within the said State which haye been or 
shall be sold by Congress, from and after the admission of said 
State into the Union, after deducting all the expenses incident 
to the same, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of 
making public reads and canals in the same, as the Legislature 
shall direct: Provided, That the foregoing propositions herein 
offered are on the condition that the said Convention which shall 
form the Constitution of said State shall provide by a clause in 
said Constitution, or an ordinance, irrevocable without the con- 
sent of the United States, that she doth consent to and accept of 
the boundaries herem prescribed; and that said State shall 
never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil within the 
same by the United States, nor with any regulations Congress 
may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to bona 
fide purchasers-therefor; and that no tax shall be imposed on. 
lands the property of the United States; and that in no case 
shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. 

Approvep August 6, 1846. 
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Be 3 enacted Se the Council and House of EES of 
the Territory of Wisconsin: l 
Sec. 1. That on the first Tuesday of April next, every 

white male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who 
shall have resided in the Territory for six months next previous 
thereto, and who shall either be a citizen of the United States or 
shall have filed his declaration. of intention to become such ap, 
cording to the laws of the United States on the subject of nata- 
ralization, shall be authorized to vote for or against the formation 
of a State Government in Wisconsin, by, depositing with the 
judges of election in a box, to be prepared and kept by them, a 
ballot upon which shall be written or printed “for State Govern- 
ment,” or “against State Government,” and every person so au- 
thorized to vote may vote on that question, at any town or pre- 
cinct in which he may be, whether he resides in said town or 
precinct or not. 

' Sec. 2. All votes cast at such election shall be canvassed, 
certified and returned, in the same manner as is required by law 
tor the canvassing, certifying and returning of votes for delegate 
to Congress, and the Secretary of the Territory shall make and 
deliver to the Governor, a certified abstract of all such votes by 
counties, and in all those counties of the Territory which have 
adopted the provisions of an act entitled “An act to provide for 
the government of the seyeral towns in this Territory and for the 
revision of county government,” the votes shall be canvassed, 
certified and returned in the manner provided for by the act en- 
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titled “An act to provide for and regulate general elections,” and 
for that purpose the clerk of the board of cotinty supervisors, 
whall perform all the duties required by law to be perfortned by 
the clerk of the board of county commissioners, ~. l 

Sec. 3. The Governor shall appoint in each of the counties 
of the Territory, some suitable person who is hereby authorized 
and required to cause the number of inhabitants in their respect 
ive counties to be taken, omitting in their enumeration Indians 
not citizens, and officers and soldiers of the United States army, 
and the person so appointed shall have power to appoint as ma~ 
ny assistants to aid them in taking the census as they may deem 
necessary, assigning to each assistant a certain division of his 
county, to be accurately defined, either by congressional town- 
ship lines, the boundaries of towns organized for town govern- 
ment, or be distinctly bounded by water courses or public roads. 

Sec, A. The Governor shall furnish to the Secretary a list of 
the names of all persons and their residence so far as he can as- 
certain the same appointed by him in pursuance of the provi- 
sions of this act, which the Secretary shall record in the Exec- 
utive Journal: and the Secretary shall furnish to every person 
so appointed by the first of April next, a certificate of such ap- 
pointment, and shall at the same time forward to him the neces- 
sary blank forms for carrying into effect the provisions of this act, 
to be prepared by the Secretary; and the Auditor of the Terri- 
tory is hereby authorized to audit and allow the accounts of the 
Secretary for all expenses incurred by him in carrying into effect 
the provisions of this act, and give his warrant upon the Treas- 
urer for the same. 

Sec. 5. The persons appointed to take the census, and their 
assistants, shall severally take and subscribe an oath or affirma- 
tion before sorne person authorized by law to administer oaths, 
previous to entering upon the discharge of the duties imposed by 
this act, that they will well and truly cause to be made a just and ` 
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perfect emmneration of all the persons resident within their coin. 

ty or division, as the case may be, and a true return ‘thereof: 
make in pursuance of the provisions of. this act, according to the 

best of ther abilities, which oath or oaths shall he returned 

with the census as hereinafter provided, to the Secretary of the 

Territory. Every assistant so appointed shall return to the 

person by whom he was appointed, a just end perfect enumer- 

ation of the inhabitants of the. district or divisica assigned to 

him, in the form so as aforesaid, to be prepared by the Secretary, 

by the twentieth day of June next, 

Sec. @. Every person appointed in pursuance of the provis- 
ions of this act, to take the census, and every assistant who shall 
be appointe. and accept said appointment, wuo shel! fail to make 
returns agreecbly to the provisions of this act, or who shill make 
a false retora of the enumeration in his county or division shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred dollars, to be recovered 
in the name and for the use of the Territory before any court of 
competent jurisdiction, 

Sec. 7. ‘ine said enumeration shall be made by an actual en- 
quiry by the perscns taking such census, at every dwelling or by 
personal enquiry of the head of every family, ia their respecive 
counties or divisions. and shall commence on the first day of 
June next, and shall be completed and closed in thirty days there- 
after, and sail enumeration shall include caly those whose place 
of residence shall be in said counties or divisions on the first day 
of June aforesaid, and the several assistants shai Ly the twentieth 
day of June next make and deliver to the persen Ly whom they 
were appointed respectively, a true and accurate ecpy- of the 
enumeration of all persons, Indians not citizens, and coldiers ex- 
cepied, within their respective divisions, which enumeration 
shall be set forth in a schedule designating the townships, pre- 
eincts or districts comprising his division, according to the civil 
er geographical boundaries thereof, and shall embrace theseveral 
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families by the name of the head thereof andthe aggregate popu- 
lation therein. ` 

Ser, 8. The several persons appointed in pursuance of the 
‘provisions of this act to take the census in their teshective coun- 
ties, shall, by the tenth day of July next, prepare duplicate copies 
of the enumeration of the inhabitants of their respective counties 
and transmit one of said copies to the Secretary of the Territory 
and deliver the other to the Register of Deeds of said county, or 
if there be no Register of Deeds in such county, to the Register 
of Deeds of the county to which it is attached for judicial pur- 
poses, and the said Register shall prestrve the same on file in 
his office subject to the inspection of all persons, 

Sec. 9. ‘he persons appointed to take sai i census and their 
assistants shall receive as compensation for the service to be per- 
formed in taking such census at the rate of one dollar and fifty 
cents for every on- hundred persons enumerated by them res- 
pectivily: Proud ed, that in the counties of St. Croix, G nippewa, 
and La Pcinte, asd in those counties having a populaticn cf less 
than one thousand souls, there shall bs ailowed to the person 
making the enumeration at the rate of three doa furevery one 
hundred percons enumerated terein: Pravire.!, alco, that there 
shall be allowed to the persons appointed accord.ng to ihis act 
to take such ccnsus the.suin of five dolars, for makiny we ab- 
siract or Gett reyuired by the precoding section, each enne 

shall pay friasinyg the census within its own limits and fer the 
abstracts and copies of the same, 

Sec. 10. As soon asthe returns of the census shall have bees 
received by the Secretary from the several persons authorized ta 
take the same, and by the first day of August next, whether he 
shall have received all of the returns or not, he shall preceed to 
make an abstreet of the population of theseveral counties as shown 
by the returns received by him, which abstract-he shall file in 
his office, and furnish a certified capy thereof to the Governoz, 


12 


Sec. 11. Immediately upon the receipt from the Secretary, of 
the said copy of said abstract, in case a majority of all the votes 
cast upon the question of forming State Government are o for 
State Government,” the Governor shall proceed to make an ap- 
portionment among the several counties, of delegates to form a 
State Constitution upon the following principles, viz: He shall 
apportion one delegate to every county in the Territory for every, 
thizteen hundred inhabitants in said county, and an additional 
delegate in every county if theré shall be a fraction in such coun- 
ty over and above the said number of thirteen hundred, or an 
multiple of that number greater'than one moicty of said number: 
Provide’, that there shall be "er apnortioncd to each 

ontain the nus es er thirteen 
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organized coauty, whether it shall 
hundred inhabitants or not, and no county skaii b: es Lo two 
delegates in said Convention unless it shall contain over nineteen 
hundred and fifty inhabitants. No two counti s sh H b: united 
in the sam? election district fcr the election of delegait ~ 

Sec. 13. As soon as the Governor shall have coinploted said 
apportionment, he shall issue his proclamation and cause it to be 
published in all the newspapers printed in the Territory and 
transmit a copy of it to each of the sheriffs of the county, for an 
election of delegates according to said apportionment, to be held 
at the time of hokling the next annual election in «very county 
af the Territory ; and said proclamation shall specify vie number 
of delegates so apportioned to each of the counties of the Ter- 
ritory. 

Sec. 15. Immediately upon the receipt of said proclamation 
the sheriff in the several counties in the Territory shall give no- 
tice that an election wili be held on the day mention~d in the 
proclamation of the Governor in the several towns and election 
precinets in each county, for the election of the same number of 
delegates in their counties respectively as the Governor by his 
szid proclamation shall have apportioned to such county, and 
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the sherif in such notices shall designate the same place for 
holding such election in the several towns and precincts as shall 
have been provided by law for the holding-of elections in such 
towns and precincts; and if no such place shall have been pro 
vided by Jaw, then such place as the sheriff skeli, think proper 
to select; which notices shall be posted up in at least three pub- 
lic places in each of said towns and precincts, and in case any 
county shall be attached to another county for judicial purposes, 
and there shall be no sheriff in it, then the sheriff of the coum 
ty to which it is attached shall perform the duties hereby re- 
quired to be performed in such attached county in the same 
manner that he is hereby required to perform therein in the 
county of which he is the sheriff excepting the counties of 
Chippewa, St. Croix and La Pointe, in which said-county [coun- 
ties] it shall be the duty of the clerk of the board of county.com- 
missioners to do the duties hercin required to be done by the 
‘sheriff. And the same persons shall act as judges of election at 
said election of delegates, as shall act as judges of the general 
election; and if there are no judges present, or if part only are. 
present, the voters in attendance may appoint others to supply 
Ge places 
ec. T At the times and places specified in the said noti; 
ces Se election, all the white male inhabitants of the Territory 
above che age of twenty-one years, who shall have resided in 
the Territory for six months next preceding said election, and, 
who shall be citizens of the United States, or who shall have 
declared their intention to become such according to the jaws ot 
the United States on the subject of naturalization, shall be 
authorized io vote by ballot for the number of delegates to the 
Convention to form a State Constitution, which shall have been 
apportioned to the county in which he is yoting, and no person ` 
shall vote in any county for delegates unless he shall have been 
a resident of that county. for. ten days next preceding such, eleo- 
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tion, and every person authorized by this act to vote for dele- 

gates to form a State Constitution shall be competent to be! elect- 

ed a delegate to said Convention for the coufity in which be 
resides. S 5 

Sec. 15. The votes cast for sajd delegates shall be deposited 
mo separate box to be provided by the judges of election for d 
that purpose, and shall be canvassed, certified and returned, and 
certificates of election issued in the game manner as is provided 
by law for the canvassing. certifying and returning of votes and 
issuing certificates of election for members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. And the person or persons voted for, for delegate 
in each county equal to the number apportioned to such county, 
who shall have received the greatest number of votes shall be 
the persons declared duly elected as such delegates. 

Sec. 16. The persons so elected delegates in the severa 
counties of the Territory shall assemble in the Representatives’ 
Hali, in the Capitol, at Madison, in said Territory, on the first 
Monday in October next, at twelve o’clock, noon, and when se 
assembled, shall have full power and authority to form a repub- 
Ucan Constitution for the State of Wisconsin. 

Sec. 17. The Convention shall by ballot elect one of their 
number President, and appoint one or more Secretaries, The 
Convention may employ a Doorkeeper, Messenger and Fire- 
man, who shall be allowed the same amount per diem as the 
delegates. The Convention may also employ a printer to do 
its necessary printing. The amount of pay to each delegate 
and officer-of the Convention shall be certified to by the Presi- 
dent of the Convention. 

Sec. 18. The delegates to such Convention shall be entitled 
totwo dollars per day for every day’s attendance at said Conven- 
tion, and ten cents per mile for travel in going to and returning 
from said Convention, to bc pai ou: of the territorial treasury. 

Sec. 19. If any person shall vote at either of the elections 
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provided for by this’ ot, who shalf not possess the qualifications 
of a voter as the same are prescribed i in this aet, he shall be pun- 
ished by a fine not ‘less than fifty dollars nor more than one 
hundred dollars. 
` Bec. 29. ‘When any person shalt offer to vote at eitiiérof the 
` ejections provided for by this act, and either of the judges of the 
election shall suspect that such person does not possess the quak ` 
` fications of a voter, or if his vote shall be challenged by any 
voter, one of the judges of election shall tender to such person 
an oath or affirmation in the following form: I, A. B. do sob 
emnly swear (or affirm as the case may be,) that I have resided 
in this Territory six mouths, and in this county ten days imme-~ 
diately preceding this election. Lam twenty-one years of age 
as I verily believe. I am a citizen of the United States, (or have 
filed an application to become such according to the laws of Con- 
gress on the subject of naturalization) and I have not voted at 
this election, And ifsuch person shall take such oath or affir- 
mation, his vote shall be received unless it shall be proved by 
evidence satisfactory to a majority of the judges that he does not 
possess the qualifications of a voter; and if such person refuses 
to take said oath or affirmation, his vote shall be rejected. 

Sec. 21. If any person shall take said oath or affirmation 
knowing it to be false, he shall be deemed guilty of perjury. 

Sec. 22. Said Convention shall have power to submit the. 
Constitution adopted by them to a vote of the people, if they 
snall deem proper; and to provide how the votes cast upon that 
subject shall be taken, canvassed and returned, and shall also 
have power to submit the said Constitution to the Congress of 
the United States, and to apply for the admission of Wisconsin 
into the Union of the United States as a sovereign state: Provi- 
ded, that said Cynstitution shall be eventuaily ratified by the 


people either before or after the action of Congress upon the 
same. 
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Sec. 23, The general annual election shall hereafter be held 
ta the several counties of the Territory on the fitst Monday. of 
September annually, instead of the. fourth EE of September, 

ge now provided by law, 

Sec: 24, Should any of the duties antec of any officer by 
this act not he performed as herein provided, it shall be the duty 
of the Governor to cause the same to be performed and executed | 
ty some other person, i Ce 

M. ©. DARLING, 
Speaker House of Representatives, 

NELSON DEWEY, 
President of the Council. 

Arracrrn, January 31, 18468. 

HENRY DODGE, 
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THE STATE OF WISCONSIN. 
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PREAMBLE. 

The Constitution of the State of Wisconsin, adopted in 
Convention, at Madisor, on the sixteenth day of December, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
six, and of the Independence of the United States the sev- 
enty-first. 

We, the people of Wisconsin, acknowledging with grat- 
itude the grace and beneficence of God in permitting us te 
make choice of our form of government, having the right of 
admission into the Union as a member of the confederacy, 
consistent with the Constitution of the United States, and the 
Ordinance of Congress of one thousand sevén hundred and 
eighty-seven, believing that the time has arrived when our 
present political condition ought to cease, and the right of 
self-government to be asserted; and in order to establish jus- 
tice, promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do mutually agree 
with each other to form ourselves mto a free and independent 
State, by the name of the “ Srare op Wisconsix,” and de 


ordain and estaolish this Constitution for the government 
thereof, 
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ARTICLE I. 


ON BOUNDARIES. 


Section 1. It is hereby ordained and declared that the 


State of Wisconsin * doth consent to and accept of the boun 
daries” prescribed in tlw Act of Congress entitled “ An act te 


- enable the people of Wisconsin Territory to form a Constitu- 


tion and State government, and for the admission of such 
State into the Union,” approved August sixth, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six : Provided, however, that the 
following atteration of the afvresuid boundary be and hereby 
is proposed to the Congress of the United States as the 
preference of the State of Wisconsin, and if the same shall 
be assented and agreed to by the Congress of the United 
States, then the same shall be and forever remain obligatory 
on the State of Wisconsin, viz: Leaving the aforesaid boun- 
dary line at the first rapids in the river St. Louis; thence 
in a direct line southwardly to a point fifteen miles east of the 
most easterly point in Lake Si. Croix; thence due south 
to the main, channel of the Mississippi river or Luke Pepin; 
thence down the said main channel af Lake Pepin and (be, 
Mississippi river, as prescribed in the aforesaid boundary. - 

Sec.2. This ordinance is hereby declared to be irrevoca- 
ble without the consent of the United States. 


ARFICLE II. 
ON ACY OF CONGRESS FOR ADMISSION OF THE STATE. 


Section 1. The propositions of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, as made and contained in their act of the sixth 
day of August, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, 
entitled vu Ap act to enable the people of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory to form a Constitution and State government, and for 
the cdudission of ssa © >o foo he Union,” are hereby 
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. be elected, but in case two or more shall hav 
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accepted, ratiliéd and confirmed : "Provided, nevertheless, 
that ‘nothing dw this” Constitution, or in the act of Conzress 
aforesaid, shall in any manner prejadice or affect the right of 
she State of Wisconsin to five hundred thousand acres ot rand, 
granted to said State, and to ‘be-hereafier selected ‘and eege 
wed by and under the act of Congress of the United States, 
entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands, and grant pre-emption rights.” approved 
September fourth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one. 

See. 2. The State shali never interfere with the primary 
disposal of the soil within the same by the United States, 
aor with any regulations Congress may find necessary for 
securing the title in such soil to bona fide purchasers 
thereof; and no tax shall’ be imposed on land the property 
af the United States; and in no case shail non-resident pro- 
prietors be taxed higher than residents. 


ARTICLE HI. 


ON THE EXECUTIVE OF THE STATE. 


Section!. The Executive power shall be vested in a Gov- 
ernor, who shall hold his office for two years; a Lieutenant 


- Governor shall be elected at the same time and for the same 


term. 


Sec. 2. No person except a citizen of the United States, 
and a qualified elector of this State, shall be eligible to the 
office of Governor or of Lieutenant Governor. 

Sec. 5. ‘Phe Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be 
elected at the times and places of choosing members of the 
Legislature. The persons respectively having the highest 
number of votes for Governur and Lieutenant Governor shall 


e an equal aad- 


the highest nanhe r af gaten r -~ 
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nual session, shall forthwith by joint ballot, choose one, of, 
the said persons so having. an equaland the highest number 
of votes for Governor or Lieutenant Governor r. The returna 
of election for Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be 
made in such manner as shall be prescribed by Jaw. 


See.4. The Governor shall be Commander-in-chief of the 


military and naval forees of the State, He shall have power 
to convene the Legislature on extraordinary occasions. He 
shall commenicate by message to the Legis ddeture, at every 
session, the condition of the State; and recommend such mat- 
ters to them for their consideration as he shall judge expe- 
dient. He shall transact all necessary business with the 
officers of government. civil and military. He shall expedite 
all such measures as may be resolved upon by the Legislature, 
and shall take care that the laws are fanhfully executed. 
Sec. 5. The Governor shull receive as a compensatiog 
for his services annually, the sam of one thousand dollars. 
See. 6. The Governor shall have power to grant re- 
prieves and pardons after conviction, for all offenees excep: 
transon and eases of impeachment. De may commute sep- 
tenee of death to Imprisonnient ina State prison for life. 
Ho may graat pardons upeo sach conditions and with such 
restrictions and limbations as he e think proper, Upon 
eonviciens fer treason, ba shall e power to suspend 
the evntence, until the ease shail be reported to the Legislature 
t its next session, He shall commuaniccte tothe Legislature 


ge each case of reprieve, commuiation use pardon 
by kiu @raated. St the next previous session of the Ig- 


civiatese, statiog the me ef the soovier, the erim? of which 
ha wos coavicid, the sontence and its date, and the date 
and comditions of the caummeatiun. porlon er reprieve. 

nT. la case ofthe kapma :tunent ef the Governor or his 
removal from office, dvala isabiiis from mental or physical 
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disease, resignation or absenee from the State, the powers 
and duties of the ofice shall devolve upoa the Lieutenant 


Governor for the residus cf the lerm, or gat the Governor 


* * r ana F 4 kd d KM 
absent or impeached, shall have returacd, or the disuhduy 


shall cease, Bort when the Governer shall, with the con- 
sent of the Le: Zislature be oal of the State is lime of war, at 
the head uf the aildary Pres therrol, Se shall sty cantinue 


Ed nd mn J bw SC wéi 
during o vacances of the offea of Governor, the Lieutenant 


hed, displaced. resign, die, ar fram 


menial ar physical disease, became jue de of performing 
fay mm a Zë My pe i; Wi of X. AN 
his daties, or be absent fram the State, iho Secretary af State 
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shall aet as Covernor, unit! tha vacaney shail be Bled or the 


ger ER of members 
as Poesie of the Senate, and the same mileage as shall be 
allowed to ntembhars of the Legisiaicre. 
See. 19. The Gevernor and Lieutenant Governor or either 


of them. GC et during the term fer which he or they are 


G 


eleated, hod any Se ef Gem oi trust, Ire, profit or emolu- 
raited Eines, or any other 


Stale of the Union, or day iorelen Binte or government. 
See 28. Hvery bili wie 
tare, shail bafore it boromesa law be presented to the Gov- 


y shall have passed the Legisla- 
i 


emer: if he approve, he shall sign it; but if not be shall 
reiura it with his objections to that house in which it shail 
have originated, who shall enter the objections at iarge on 
their journal, aad proceed to reconsider it. If, after such 
reconsideration, two-thirds of the members present shall 


agree to pass the biil, it shall be sent, together with the ob- 
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Fections, to the other house, by which it shali likewise be re- 
considered, and if approved by twa-thirds of the members pre 
. sent, it shall become a law.! But in all cases, the votes of both 
houses shall be determined by “ yeas” and “nays”, and 
the names voting for and against the bill, shall be entered on 


the journal of each house respectively. If any bill. shall not, 


be returned by the Governor within three days, (Sundays 
excepted} after it shail have been presented to him, the same 
shall be a law, unless the Legislature shall, by their adjourn- 


ment prevent its return, in which ease :t shall not be a law, 
\ 


ARTICLE IV. 


ADMINISTRATIVE. 


Section 1. A Secretary of State, who shall ex oficio be the 
Auditor, a Treasurer, and an Attorney General, shall be 
elected at the times and places of chonsing Governor anā 
Lieutenant Governor, and shall hold their offices for the 
term of two years. 

See. 2. The Secretary of State shall keep æ fair record of 
the official acts of the Legislative and Eseeutive departments 
of the State, and shall, when required, lay the same, and alb 
matters relative thereto, before either branch of the Legisla- 
. ture; and shall perform such other duties as shall be as- 
signed him by law. He shall receive as a compensation for 


his services yearly, such sum as shall be provided by law, 


not exceeding one thousand dollars, and shall keep his office 
at the seat of government. 

Sec. 3, The pewers and duties of the Treasurer and Attor- 
ney General shall be prescribed by law. Each of said officers 
shail receive as a compensation for his services yearly, a suns 
to be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature shal] not siani or allow to any 
officer named in this article, any extra compensation under 
any pretence, or in any form whatever, 


-> pe a D 


EE 8 Ng ARE E en Ee a N, E ES 


"Fe DN gmerarger AE Wt ere 


“23 
ARTICLE V. 


ON THE CONSTITUTION AND ORGANIZATION OF THE LEGISLATURE, 


Section 1. The Legislative power shail be vested in a Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives. Ce 

Sec. 2. The number of the members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives shall never be less than sixty, nor greater than 
onë hundred and twenty. The Senate shall consist of a 
number of members not greater than one-third, ner less than 
one-fourth of the number of the members of the House of 
Representatives. 

Sec. 3. ` The Legisiature shall provide by law for an enu- 
meration of the inhabitants of this State in the year dng thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-five, and at the end of every ten 
years thereafter, and shall also provide for such enumeration 


‘in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight; and 
at their first session after cach enumeration so made as afore- 


said, and alsoafter each enumeration made by the authority of 
the United Stares, the Legislature shall apportion anew the 
Representatives and Senators among the several districts, ac- 
cording to the number of inhabitants, excluding Indians por 
taxed and soldiers and officers of the United States army and 
navy. ; 
Sec 4. Until there shali be a new apportionment of the 
Senators and members of the House of Representatives, the 
State shall be divided into senatorial and representative dis- 
4ricts as follows, and the senators and members of the House 
of Representatives shall be apportioned among the several 
districts as follows, viz: 

The county of Brawn shall constitute the first representa- 
sive district, and shall be entitled to one representative. 2 

The county of Calumet shall constitute the second represen- 
tative district, and shall be entitled to one representative. 
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The county of Manitowoe shall constitute the third repre- 


sentative district, and shall be entitled to one representative. 
The county of Marquette shall constitute the fourth repre, 
sentative district, and shal] be entitled to one representative. 
The county of Winabago shall constitute the fifth ‘repre- 
sentative district, and shall be entitled to one representative. 
Fhe county of Sheboygan ‘shall constitute the sixth repre- 
sentative district, and shall he entitled-to bue representative, 
The county of Fond de Lae shall constitute the seventh 
representative district, and shall be entitled to two represen- 
tatives. 
The county of Columbia shall constitute the eighth repre- 
sentative district, and shall be entitled to one representative. 
The county of Sauk shall constitute the ninth represen- 
tative district, and shall be entitled to one representative. 
The county of Washington shall constitute the tenth rep- 
resentative district, nnd shall be entitled to four representa- 
tives. 
The county of Dodge shall constitute the eleventh repre- 
sentative district, and shall be entitled to four representatives, 
The county of Milwaukee shall constitute the twelfth rep- 
resentative district, and shall be entitled to eight representi- 
tives, ; 
The county of Waukesha shall constitute the thirteenth 
representative district, and shall be entitled to six represen- 
tatives. A 
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The county of Jefferson shall constitute the fourteenth rep- 
reséntative district, and shall be entitled to five representa- 
tives. 

The county of Dane shall constitute the fifteenth repre- 
sentative district, and shall be entitled to four representatives. 
. The county of Racine shall constitute the sixteenth repre- 
sentative district, and shall be. entitled to ten representatives. 
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. ‘The: cointy of Walworth sliall constitute: tha seventeenth 
représenitative district, ant shall Ba niet à to six EE 
tives. . 8 a SZ 5 E AEN E 
| The county of Rock shall constitute the eighteenth rep 
resentative district, and shalt be Ges GN represtita- 
tives. ` . ES 
Tie county of Green shat? constitute the nineteenth rep- 
resentative district, and shali be entitled fo one E 
tive. A Ge SE 

The county of Towa-shall toastitate the twentieth repre: 
sentative district, and shall be antitled to seven sepresentitivese 
Provided, That whenever the said commty of Iowa shall be 
divided, and two new counties shall be organized ott of the 
same, then the northern of said two new coumies shall be ens 
titled to three representatives, and the sonthorn of said two 
new counties shall be entitled-to four representatives, 

“Thè county of Grant shall constitute the twenty-first rep- 
resentative district, and shall be entitled fo five represento- 
tives. 

The counties of Crawford and Richland shall constitute 
the twenty-second representative distrie}, and shall be enti- 
tled to one representative. 

The counties of St. Croix and Chip pewa, shall constitute 
the twenty third representative Seen and shall be entitled 
to one representative, 

The county of La Pointe shall constitute the twenty fourth 
representative district, and shall be entiled io vue represen- 
tative, — l , 

The county of Portage shall constitute the twenty fifth rep- 


resentative district, and shall be ertitied to one representa- 
tive. 
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The counties of Brawn, Calumet, Winabaga, Fand dn Lac, 
Manitowoc and Sheboygan, shall constitute the first senatoriat 
district, and shall be entitled to one senator. 
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Tba counties of Marquette, Columbia, Portage, Sauk, Rich- 
land, Crawford, Chippewa, St. Croix and La Pointe, shall com 
‘tifute the second senatorial district, and- shall be entitled te 
ane senator. 4 l 

The county of Washington shall constitute the third sene 
torial district, and shall be entitled to one senator. , 

The county af Dodge shall constitute the fourth senatorial 
district, and shall he entitled to ane senator. 

The county of Milwaukee shall constitute the fifth senatorial 
district, and shall be entitled to two senators. 

The county of Waukesha shall constitute the sixth senato- 
rial district, and shall be entitled totwo senators. 

The county of Jefferson shall constitute the seventh sen- 
atorial district, and shall be entitied to one senator. 

The county of Dane shall constitute the eighth senatorial 
district and shall be entitled to one senator, 

The county of Racine shall constitute the ninth senatorial 
district and shall be entitled to two senators. 

The county of Walworth shall constitute the tenth senato- 
rial district, and shall be entitled to two senators, 

The county of -Rock shall constitute the eleventh senato- 
rial district, and shall be entitled to two senators. 

The county of Green shall constitute the .twelfth senatorial 
district, and shall be entniled to one seaator. 

The county of lowa shall constitute the thirteenth sena. 
torial district, and shall be entitled to two senators: Provi 
ded, that whenever the said county of Towa shall be divided, 
and two new counties shali be organized out of the same, 
then the northern of said two new counties shall be entitled 
to one senator, and the southern of said two new counties 


shall be entitled to one senator. 
The county of Grant, shall constitute the E sgena- 
torial district, and shall be entitled to two senators. 
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Sec. 5. The representatives shall be chosen annually, on 
the day of the general election, by the qualified electors of 
the several districts; the senators shall be chosen bienially, 
for two years, at the same time and in the same manner as the 
representatives are required to be chosen. tg "e 

Sec. 6. Senators and representatives shall be qualified elee- 
‘ors in the respective districts which they represent, and shak 
- have resided at least one year in the state. 

Sec, 7. -No person holding office under the United States, 
(postmasters excepted,) shall be eligible to a seat in either 
branch of the Legislature of this State. 

Sec. 8. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 
to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day 
to day, and may compel the attendance of absent members, in 
such manner and under such penalties as each house may pro- 
vide. Each house shall choose its own officers. 

Sec. 9. Each house shall determine the rules of its pro- 
ceedings, and judge of the quatifications, elections and returns 
of its own members, may punish for contempts, and its mem- 
bers for disorderly behavior; and may, with the concurrence 
of two-thirds of all the members elected. expel a member; but 
no member shall be expelled a second time for the same 
cause, RK 

Sec. 10. No Senator or Representative in the Legislature of | 
this State, shall during the time for which he was elected, or 
during one year after the expiration thereof, be appointed or 
elected to any civil office under the authority of this State, 
which shail have been created or the emoluments whereof 
shall have been increased during ihe time for which he was 
elected. 

Ser, 11. Senators and Representatives shall in all eases ex- 
cept treason, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged 
fram arrest, nor shall they be subject to any civil process, 


SR 
doring the session of the Jegistatuie, nor for: fifteen days next 
before the comnsencement sand pe the termination of onch 
session.’ - Eet ee ee one ae a  e 

. See. 12, The legislature shail!’ meet at-the seat of govern: 
ment on the second: Thursday of January in every yedr, and 
at na other period, unless otherwise direeted by law, or pro- 
vided fur in this Constitution. 

Sec. 13. The Governoy shallissue writs of Sieten to fill 
such vacancies as may-occur in the Senate or House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Sec. 14. The style of the laws of this State shall be “Tt is 
enacted br the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin, as fol- 
lows, viz x” 

Sec. 15. Each member of the Legislature shall receive for 
his services two dollars for each day’s attendance during the 
first forty days of any session, and one dollar for each day’s 
attendance during the remainder of such session; and ten 
sents for every mile he shall travel in going to and return- 
ing from the place of meeting of the Legislature, to be com- 
puted by the most usually travelled route. 


ARTICLE VI. 
ON THE POWERS, DUTIES AND RESTRICTIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE. 


Section 1. Hach House shall keep a journal of its pro- 
ceedings, and publish the same, except such parts as may re- 
quire secrecy. The doors of each house shall be kept open, 
except when the public welfare shall require secrecy. Neither 
house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more 
than two days. 

Sec. 2, Any bill may originate in either bouge of the 
legislature, and ail bills passed by one house may be amen 
ded by the other, and on the final passage of alf bills the vote 
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shall be by. ayes and noes and shall be entered on ths 
; journal. 

‘sec. 3. The EE may confer upon the boards of 
Supervisors of the several counties of the State, such powers 
of local legislation and administration, as they shai from 
time to time prescribe. 
| Sec. A. No private or local bill which may be passed by 
the legislature, shall embrace more ‘than one subject, and that 
shall be expressed in the title. ' 

Sec. P. The legislature shall never grant extra compen- 
sation to any public off er, agent, servant or contractor after 
the service shail have been rendered or the contract entered 
Hato. 

Sec. 6. Members of the legislature and all officers, exeo- 
utive and judicial, except such inferior officers as may by law 
be exempted, shall before they enter upon the duties of their 
respective offices, take and subscribe the tollowing oath or 
affirmation: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case 
may be) that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Constitution of the State of Wisconsin, and 
that I will faithfully discharge the daties of the office af 

, according to the best of my ability,” 


Sec. 7. The legislature shall never authorize any lottery. 


Sec.8, One-fifth of the members present of each house, 
shall be entitled to call for the ayes and noès on any ques- 
tion, and to have the same entered upon the journal. 


Sec.9. The legislature shall establish but one system of 
town and county government, which shall be uniform as near 
as may be throughout the State. 


Sec. 10. The legislature shall direct by law in what mam- 


ner and in what courts suits may be brought agains the 
State, 
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‘ARTICLE it we n] 
ON THE ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE JUDICIARY. . 
L 


Section 1. The court for the trial of impeachments shall 
be composed of the Senate. The House of Representatives 
shall have the power of impeaching all civil officers of this 
State, for corrupt conduct in office, or for crimes and misde- 
meanors; but a majority of all the members elected shail con- 
eurinan impeachment. On the trial ofan impeachment against 
the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor shall not sol as a mem- 
ber of the court, No judicial officer shall exercise his office 
after he shall have been impeached until his acquittal. Before 
the trial of an impeachment, the members of the court shall 
make an oath or affirmation truly and impartially to try the 
impeachment according to evidence: and no person shall be 
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
present. Judzment in cases of impeachment shall not extend 
further than to removal from office, or removal from offiee 
aad disquatification to held any office of honor, profit, or trust 
ander this State; but the party impeached shall be lable to 
iidictment, trial and punishment according to law. 

See. 2. The judicia! power of this State, both as to matters 
ef jaw and equity, shall be vested in a supreme court, cireuit 
courts, courts of probate, and In justices of the peace. The 
legislature may also vest such Jurisdiction as shall be deemed 
necessary in municipal courts, and shall have power to estab- 
lish inferior courts in the several counties, with Hmited civil 
and criminal jurisdiction. i 

Sea 3. The supreme court, except in cases otherwise pro- 
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vided In this Constitution, shall have appellate jurisdiction 
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intending control over ali inferior courts; it shall have power 
to issue writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, injunction, que 
warranto. cerliorari, and other original and remedial writs, and 
3o hear and determine the same. 

See. 4. For the term of five years from the first election of 
the judges of cizruit couris, and thereafter uml) the legisla- 
gure shall cthercwise provide, the judges of the several cirealt 
cenris shat] be judges of the supreme court, a majority of whom 
shall constitute a qanram, and the conrarreare af a majority 
of the Jodges present shall be necessary te a dezision, 

See. 5. The Srate shall be divided into five jalicial cirevits, 
to be composed as fellows: the Bast cirenit shall comprise the 
counties of Racine, Walworth, Rees, and Green; the sezand 
cirevit, the counties of Milwankee, Waukesha, Jefferson, and 
Dane; the third cirevit, the ceauntles of Washington, Dodge, 
Colombia, Marquette, Sauk, and Portage; the four-hcireult, the. 
counties of Brown, Manitowor, Sheboygan, Fond da Lac, Win- 
abogo. and Calumot; ond che Gh eirenit stall comprise the 
counties of lowa, Great. Crawford and Richland; and the cona- 
ues of Chinpewa, 81. Croix and La Pointe shall be attached to 
the county of Crawford for Jaðicial purpases usti] otherwise 
provided by the legis ‘ature. 

Sər. 5. The legisiamrs may alter, increase or diminish the 
number of cirralts, making them as escypacl and conrenieatas 
may be, and bounding them by eosmaiy lires; bm no alteration 
or dimination of the nn dmaer of 2ivzuiis shal mava the effect 
to remove a julge trom office. 

Sec. 7. For each cireait there shali be a Jodze chosen by 
the qualified elestors therein, who shall hold his office for the 
term of five years, and untl bis suzeassor shall be chosen and 
qualiged; aad aer he shal] have been elected, he shall reside 
in the ere for which he waseleried. Die of sald jadze 
shell te despomednsoM Po 30-2: sont minner cs the la- 
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Sec. 8. The circuit courts shall have- original jurisdiction 
in all matters civil aod criminal, within this State not other 
tise excepted in this Constitution, and not hereafter Frohiti-- 
ted by law, and appellate jurisdiction from ali inferior courts 
and tribunals, and a supervisory control over the same. They 
shall also have power to issue writs of habeas corpus, matida- 
mus, injunction, quo warrant, certiorari, and all other write 
necessary to enforce their owa jurisdiction, and give them a 
general control over inferior courts and jurisdictions. 

Sec. 9. When a vacancy shall happen tm the office of a su- 
preme or circuit judge, suck vacancy shall be filled by nn ap- 
ssintment by the Governor, which shall continue until a sue- 
cessor is elected and quatified; and when elected, such sueces- 
sor shall hold bis office fora full term. No election for judges, 
or far any single judge of the supreme or circuit court shall 

e held within thirty days of any generas election for State or 
eounty officers. 

Sec, 10. Each of the judges of the supreme and circuit 
courts shall reesive a salary of one thousand five bundred dol- 
lars annually. They shall receive no fees of office or other 
compensation than their salaries; they shall hold no other of- 
fice of public trust, and ail votes for either of them for any aF- 
fice except that judge of the supreme or circuit court, giv- 
ou by the Legislature ve the people, shall be void. If any 
judge shall resign bis office, he shall not ba eligible or ap- 
pointed to any olite within two years after such resignation. 
Mo person shail be elected to the office of Judge who is nota 
gitizen of the Gohed Siates, who shall dot have attained the 
age of twenty fve years, and who shall not have resided with- 
in this State or Territory two years previous to his election. 

ee, 11. The supreme court shall held at least one term in 
each judicial circuit annually, at such Uines and places ag shall 
be provided by law. A circuit court shall be held in each: 
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aounty of this State, organized for judicial purposes, ‘at least 
twice o. each year, The circuit judges may hold courts fer 
each othar, and shall do so when required by law. - 

Sec. 12. Until the Legislature shall otherwise’ provide, 
the circuit judges shall interchange circuits, and hold courts ° 
ja such manner that no judge of either of said circuits shall 
hold eourt in any one circuit, for more than one year ia five’ 
suscessive years, except in case of vacancy, absence or of ina- 
bility or disability of one of said judges. 

Sec. 13. There shall be a clerk of the circuit cours chesen ` 
meach county organized for judicial purposes, by the qualified 
electors therein, who shall hold his office for two years, sub- 
ject to removal, as shall be provided by law. In case of va- 
gancy, the judge of the circuit shall have the power to appoint 
a elork until the vacancy shali be filled by an election. The 
elerk of the circuit court shail perform all the duties of the 
office of register of deeds, On the first Monday in January 
and July in each year, he shall make a statement under oath, 
af ali the fees of his office during the balf year next preced- 
iag, and deposite such statement in the office of the county 
treasurer; when the fees mentioned ia such statement shat 
exceed the sum of seven hundred and fifty dollars, he shak 
pay seventy-five per centum of such excess into the county 
treasury. He may in all cases demand hia fees in advance, 
and shall give such security as the Legislature may require. 
The suprome court shall appoint its own clerks, and the 
slerk of a circuit court may be appointed a clerk of the supreme 
sourt 

Sec. 14. Any judge of the suprome or circuit court may be 
removed from office by address of both houses of the Legisla- 
wire, if two thirds of al! the membera elected to each house 
eoncur therein, but no removal shall be made by virtue of thie 


seetion, unless the party complained of shall baye been served 
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with a copy of the complaint against him, and shall have had. 
an opportunity of being heard Ip his defence, Onthequestion. | 
of removal the ayes and noes shall be entered on the journals. 
See. 15. There shall be chosen in each county by the qual- 
ified electors thereof, a judge of probate, who shall hold his 
office fortwo years, and until his successor is elected and 
WW 
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qualified. 
Sey 76. The electors of the several towns, at their annual 
town mecting, and the electors of cities and villages at their 
charter elections, shail in such manner as the legislature may 
direst, elect justices of the peace, whose term of office shall 
be for two years, and until their successors in office shall be 
elected and qualified. They shall have civil and criminal 
jurisdiction co-extensive with the county in which they are 
elected, ia such cases as shall be prescribed by law. 
See. 17. Tribunals of conciliation may be established witk ” 
such powers and duties as may be prescribed by law; but 
such tribunals shall have no power to render judgment.to be 
obligatory op the parties, unless they agree to abide the 
tadgment or assent thereto, in the presence of such tribunal. 
Sec. 18. The legislature shall have power to vest ir 
_ sierks of courts, or in other competent persons, authority to 
grant such orders, and do such acts as may be deemed ‘neces- 
cary ae the furtherance of the administration of justice; but 
in all cases the powers thus granted shall be specified and 
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Sə, 18. Thestyle of all writs and process shall be, “ The 
State of Wiscossin”; all criminal prosecutions shall be car- 
sied on in the name and by the authority of the same; and 
all indietmeats shall conclude against the peace and dignity 
‘of the Staic. 

See. 20. The legislature shall irapose a tax on all ẹivil 
suits commenced or prosacuted in the supreme or ecireutt. 
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courts, which shali be. paid into the treasury of the State, 
and shall constitute a fund to be applied toward the payment 
of the salary of judges. 

Sec. 21. The testimony in equity cases shall be- ukeni in 
ike manner as in cases at law, and the office of -master in 
chancery shall be abolished. 

Sec. 22- Any suitor in any court of this State, shall have 
the right to prosecute or defend his suit either in his‘own 
proper person, Of by an attorney or agent-of his choice, 

Sec, 23. A district attorney shall be elected in each county 
organized: for judicial - purposes, by the qualified , electors 
therein, whose duties, compensation and term of service shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 24. The legislature shall provide for the speedy pub- 
lication of all statute laws, and of such judicial decisions 
made within this state as it may deem expedient: All laws 
and judicial: decisions shall be free for publication by any 
person, and no general law shall be iw force until published. 

Sec. 25. The legislature at its first session after the ad- 
mission of this State: into the Union, shal! provide for the 
appointment of three commissioners, whose duty it shal! be 
to revise, simplify and arrange the statute laws of this State, 
with proposed amendments, to inquire into and ascertain the 
rules of practice, pleadings, forms and proceedings most suit- , 
able to be adopted in the-courts of record in this State, and to 
report thereon to the legislature, subject to their modification 
and adoption. 


ARTICLE VIIL 


ON SUFFRAGE AND THE RLECTIVE FRANCHISE. 


Section 1. All male persons of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards, belonging to any of the four following classes ef 
persons, and whe shall have resided -in ‘this-State fer owe 
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yerr next preceding any election authorized by this Const- 

tatien, or any law, shall constitute the qualified electors. at 

sach election / 
ist. All white citizens of the United States. 

"Ed All white persons, not citizens. of the United States, 
wha shall have declared their intention to become such, ul 
eanfurmity with the jaws of Cofgress for tha naturalization 
‘of aliens, and shall have taken before any officer of this State 
authorized to administer oaths, and filed in the ofGce of the 
clerk of any court of record in this State, or in counties where 
there may bo no court of record, in the office of the clerk of 
the county, an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and of this State. 

ad. AH Indians declared to be eHigens of the United States 
by any law of Congress. 

4th. All civilized persons of the Indian blood not members 
of any tribe of indians. 

See. 2. Whenever Congress shall dispense with a declara- 
tion of ‘intention as a requisite to naturalization, the declara- 
tion of intention required of the seeond class of eleetors shald 
ba made and filed in the office of the clerk of any court of 
record in this State. ) 

See. 3. No elector shall be entitled to vote execpt in the 
district, county or township in which he shall have actually 
resided for ten davs noxt preceding such election: Provided. 
that any such elector shall be permitted to vote any where in 
the State for State officers. 

See. 4. No person under guardianship shall ba permitted 
ta vote at ony election. 

Sec. 5. All votes shall he given by ballot, except for such 
tewnship officars ao may by law be directed or allowed to be 
etherwise chosen; and in all elections to be made by the 
Legislature, the members thereof shall vote viva voce; ang 
their votes shall be entered om the jouynal. 
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" Sec. 6. Electors shall in all cases except treason, felony, 
er breach of the.peace, be privileged from arrest during 
their attendance at elections, and in going to. and réturniag 
from the same. . : 

Sec. 7. No elector shall be obliged to. do militia duty ex 
the days of election, oxcept in time of war, actual invasion, 
insurrection or public danger; nor shall any elector on the 
days of election be obliged to attend any court, either as a 
suitor, Witness or juror. 

Sec. 8. No person shall be deemed to have lost his resi- 
dence in this State by reason of his absence on business of 
ine United States, or of this State. 

Sec. 9. No soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy 
of the United States, shall be deomed a resident of this State. 
in consequence of beisg stationed jn any military or naval 
place within the same. S l 

Sec. 10. It shall not be lawful for any voter directly or 
indirectly to make any bet or wager on any election at whick 
he shall vote, and it shall be the duty of the Legislature te 
prescribe as a part of the oath to be taken by any voter, that 
ne has not directly or indirectly made any bet or wager on 
the election at which he offers his vote. 


ARTICLE IX. 
ON EDUDATION, SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL FUNDS. 


Section 1. The supervision of public instruction shall be 
vested in a State Superintendent, and such other officers as 
the Legislature may direct. The State Superintendent shall 
be elected or appointed in such’ manner and for such term of 
éffive as the Legislature shall direct, The Legislature shall 
provide for filling vacancies in the office of State Superinten: 
dant, and prescribe his powers and duties. 
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Sec. 2. There shall be a State find forthe support-of 
common schools throughout the State, the capital of whiclr 
shall be preserved inviolate. -All mdnies that may be granted 
by the United States to this State, and the clear proceeds of 
all property real or personal, that has-been, or may be 
granted as aforesaid, for educational purposes (except the 
lands heretofore granted for the purposes of a University,) 
or for the use of the State where the purposes of the grant 
are not specified ; and all monies, and the clear proceeds of 
all property which may accrue to the State by forfeiture or 
escheat, shall be appropriated to aud made a part of the cap- 
ital of said fund. The interest on said fund, together with 
the rents on all such property uatil sold, shall be inviolably 
appropriated to the support of said schools anoually. pose? 
ion shall be made by law for an equal and ecuitable distribu: 
tion of the income of the State school fund amongst the 
several towns, cities and districts, ‘far the support of schools 
therein respectively, in some just ratio to the number of 
children who shall reside in the same between the ages of 
five and sixteen years inclusive. 

See. 3. Provision shall be made by law requiring the 
several towns and cities to raise a tax on-the taxable property 
therein, annually, for the support of common schools in said 
towns and cities respectively. 

Sec. 4. The legislature shall provide for a system of gom- 
mon schools, which shall be as nearly uniform as may be 
throughout the State, and the common schools shall be equally 
free to all children, and no sectarian instruction be used or 
permitted in any eommon school in this State. 

See. 5. The Legislature shall provide for the establish- 
ment of libraries, one at least in each town and:=city; and the 
money which shall” be paid as an equivalent for’ exemption 
from military duty, and the clear proceeds of all fines asses- 
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sed in the several counties for any breach of the penal laws, 
shall be exclusively applied to the support of said libraries. 


ARTICLE X, fg 


_ ON BANKS AND BANKING. l 

Section 1. There shall be no Bank of issue within this 
State. 

See. 2. The Legislature shall not have power to authorize 
oz incorporate, by any general or special law, any bank or 
other institution having any banking power or privilege, or 
to confer upon any corporation, institution, person or persons 
any banking power or privilege. 

Sec. 3. It shall not be lawful for any corporation, institution ; 
person or persons, within this State, under any pretence or 
authority, to make or issue any paper money, note, bill, eerti- 
ficate, or other evidence of debt whatever, intended to circu- 
late as money. 

Sec, 4. It shall not be lawful for any corporation within 
this State, under any pretence dr authority, to exercise the 
business of receiving deposits of money, making discounts or 
buying or selling bills of exchange, or to do. any other bank- 
ing business whatever. 

Sec. 5. No branch or agency of any bank or banking 
institution of the United States, or of any State or Territory 
within or without the United States, shall be established or 
maintained within this State. 

Sec, 6. [t shall not be lawful to circulate within this 
State after the year one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
seven, any paper money, note, bill, certificate or other evi- 
dence of debt whatever, intended to circulate as money, 
issued without this State, of any denomination less than 
ten dollars, or afier the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-nine, of any denomination less than twenty 
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dollars. 
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Se, 7. The Legislature shali at its first session after 
the adoption. of this Constitution and from time to time 
thereafter as may be necessary- enact adequate dE for 
the punishment of all violations and evasions of the provis- : 
ens of this article, 
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ARTICLE XL i i 
ON INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Section 1. This State shall encourage internal improve- 
ments by individuals, associations aud corporations, but 
shall not carry ou, or be a party is carrying on, any work 
af internal improvement, except in cases authorized by the 
second section of this article. 

See, 2. When grants of land or other property shall have 
been made to the State, especially dedicated by the grant to 
particular works of internal improvement, the State may 
earry on such particular works, and shall devote thereto 
the avails of such grants so dedicated thereto; but shell in 
no case pledge the faith or credit of the State, or incur any 
debt or liability for such work of internal improvement- 

See. 3. AH lands which shall come to the State by for- 
feitsre ov escheat, or by grant, where the grant does not 
specially dedicate the same to any other object, shall be held 
by the State as a part of the State school fund, under the 
same trusts, reservations and restrictions as are provided in 
this Constitution in regard to school lands proper. 
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ARTICLE XII. 
ON TAXATION, FINANCE AND PUBLIC DEBT, 


Section 1. All taxes to be levied in this State, at any time, 
shall be as nearly equal as may be. 


Sec. 2. No money shali ever ‘be paid out of the treasury of 
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this State, except in pursuance of an appropriation by law. 

. Sec. A. The credit of the State shall never be given or 
loaned in aid of any individual association or corporation: . 7 

Sec, A, There shall be published by the Treasurer; im ci 
least one newspaper printed at the seat of government, dur- 
ing the first week in January in each year, andin the. next 
volume of the acts of the Legis!ature, a detailed statement of 
all moneys drawn from the treasury during the pregeding 
year, for what purpose and to whom paid and "e what law 
authorized. 

Sec. 5. There shall never be issued by or in any way on 
behalf of the State, any scrip or other evidence of State det, 
except in the cases and manner authorized in the eighth, 
ninth and tenth sections of this article. 

Sec. 6. This State shall never contract any publie debt, 
untess in timo of war, to repel invasion or suppress insurrec- 
tion, except in the cases and manner provided in the eighth, 
ninth and tenth sections of this article. 

Sec. 7. The Legislature shall provide for an annual tax 
sufficient to defray the estimated expenses for each year; 
and whenever it shall happen that the expenses of the State 
for any year shall exceed the income of the State for such 
year, the Legislature shall provide for levying a tax for the 
ensuing year, sufficient with other sonrees of income, to pay 
the deficiency of the preceding year, together with the esti- 
mated expenses of such ensuing year. 

Sec. 8. For the purpose of defraying extraordinary 
expenditures, the State may contract publie debta, but such’ 
debts shall never, singly or in the aggregate, exceed one 
hundred thousand dollars. Every such debt shall bo author. 
ized by law, for some single work or object to be distinctly 
specified therin; and no such law shall take effect until it shal! 
aaye been passed by the vote of two-thirds of the members of 
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in force, shall remain so organized until the same, shall be 
altered or regulated by tha Legislature. 


ARTICLE XIV. \ 


ON THE RIGHTS OF MARRIED WONEN, AND ON EXEMPTIONS FROW 
FORCED SALE. 

Section 1. All property real aad personai of the wife, 
awned by her at the time of her marriage, and also that 
acquired by ber after marriage, by gift, devise, dascont or 
atherwise than from her husband, shall be her separate 
property. Laws shall be passed providing for the registry of 
the wife’s property, and more clearly defining the rights of 
the wife thoreto, as well as to property beld by her with her 
husband; and for carrying out the provisions of this section. 
Where the wife has a separate property from that of the hus- 
band, the same shall be Hable for the debts of the wife con- 
tracted before marriage. 

See, 2. Forty acres of land, to be selected by the owner 
thereon, or the homestead of a family sot exeaediag forty 
acres, which said land or homestead shall not be ingluded 
within any city or village, and shall net exceed in value onc 
thousand doliars, or instead thereaf (at the option of the owner} 
any lot or lots in any eity or village, being the homestead af 
a family ond not exeeeding in value one thousand dollars 
ewned and escupied by any resident of this State, shail not be 
audject to forced sale on execution for any debt or debts 
growing out of or founded upon contract, either express or 
implied, made after the adoption of this Constitution. Provi- 
ded, That such exemption shall not affectin any manner any 
mechanic’sa or laborer’s lien or any mortgage thereon lawful- 
ly obtained, nor shall the owner if a married man, be at 
stberty to alienate such real estate unless by consent of the 
wife. 
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ARTICLE XV, 
ON EMINENT DOMAIN AND PROPERTY OF THE STATE. 


Section.1. The State shall have concurrent jurisdiction om 
he river Mississippi, and on every other river and lake bor- 
dering on the said State so far as the said river or iake shall 
farm a common boundary to the said State, and any other Btaie 
sr States, Territory or Territories now or hereafter to be 
formed, and bounded by the same; and tha said river Missis- 
sippi and the navigable waters lending into the Missisippi and 
St. Lawrence, and the carrying places between the same shall 
be common highways opd forever free as well to the inhabi- 
tants of this State as to the citizens of the United States with- 
aut any tax, irapust or duty therefor. Nolaw shall be passed 
to lake away or abridge the rights of owners te the riparian 
soil or land under water unless in the same law provision is 
made for full compensation to such riparian owners. 

See, 2. All lands and other property which have accrued. 
te the Territory of Wisconsin by grant, gift, purchase, forfei- 
ture, escheat or otherwise, shall vest in the State of Wis- 
oensin, 

See.3. The people of this State, ic their right of sovereign- 
ty, are declared to possess the ultimate property in and to all 
ianda within the jurisdiction of this State; and all lands the 
title to which shall fell from a defect of heirs, shall revert, or 
#acheat to the peoole. 


d ARTICLE XVI 
BILL OF RIGHTS 
Meciion i. All men are bora equally frea and independent: 
ail power is inherent in, and all government of tight origin- 


mes with the people, is founded in their authority, and insti- 
mid for their peace, eafety and huppineas. 
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Sec. 2. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude in this State otherwise, than for the punishment of 
erimes; whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. . 
See. 3. Every persen may freely speak, write and pub- 

‘lish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible ‘for the 
abuse of that right, and no laws shall be passed to restrain or 

abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. ln all prose 


` gutions or indictmente Tor libel; the truth may be given in ` 


evidence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury, that 
the matter charged as libellous be true, and was published with 
good motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquit- 
ted; and the jury shall have the right to determiné the law 
and the fact. 

Sec. 4. The people shall at all times have the right in a 
peaceable manner to assemble together to consult for thé com- 
mon good. 

Sec. 5. No words spokdn ‘in debate in either house of the 
Legislature shall be the foundation of any action, complaint 
or prosecution whatever. 

See, 6. The trial by jury in all suits at law shall be pre- 
served, but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all 
civil cases, in the manner pfescribed by law. 

Sec. 7. No law shall be passed granting any divorce, 
otherwise than by due judicial proceedings. 

Sec. 8. Excessive bail shall ‘not be required; excessive 
Sines shall not be imposed; and cruel and unjust punishment 
shall not be inflteted. : 

Sec. 9. ln all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have 
the right toa speedy and publictrial by an impartial jury of 

‘the vicinage; Zo be confronted with the witnesses against him; 
to have compulsery process for obtaining witnesses in his fa- 
yor, and to have‘the assistance of counsel for his defence. 


Sec. 10. No person shall be held to answer for.a-capital ' 
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er otherwise infamous erung unless on presentment or indiet- 
ment of a grand jury, -and no person for the same offence 
shall be twice put in jeopardy of punishment; nor shall 
‘be compelled in any-criminal case to be a witness against 
himself; all persons. shall before conviction be bailable by 
sufficient sureties, except for capital offences when the-proef 
1s evident or the presumption.great; and the privilege of the 
writ of kabeas corpus shall not. be suspended, unless when, in 
aasé of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it. 

Sec, 11. Treason against the State, shall consist only in 
levying war against the same, or in adhering to its enemies, 
giving them aid and comfort. No -person shall be convicted 
af treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same 
evert act or on confession in open court. . 

Sec. 12. The right-of the people to be secure in their per- 
sons, houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures shail not be violated, and no warrants to search 
any place or seize any person or thing, shall issue without de- 
scribing them as near as may be; nor without probable cause, 
supported by oath or affirmation. 

Sec, 13. No bill of ‘attainder, ex post facto law, nor any 
law impairing the validity of contracts shall ever be passed ; 
and no conviction shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture 
af estate. 

Sec. 14. The property of no person shall be taken for pub- 
tie use without just compensation therefor. 

Sec. 16,. Foreigners who are or may hereafter become 
residents of this State, shall enjoy the same-rights in respeet 
to the possession, enjoyment and descent of property as native 
bern citizens. 

Sec. 16.. No person shall be imprisoned fur debt in this - 
State. 

Sec. 17. No religious test shall be required as a qualification ` 
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for aay office of public trust, and ne-person shall- be deprived 
ofany of his rights, privileges or -capacities, or disqualificr 
from the performance of any of his public or private duties, or 
rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law o 
aquity in consequence of his opinions on the subject of religion. 
The free oxercise and enjoyment of religious profassion and 
worship, without diserimination or preference, ghall forever be 
al te in thio State toal} mankiad. 

See. 18. The military shall bo kopt under striet subordi- 
nation to os civil power, 

Soc. 19. The Logislature chall make no law respecting 
the establishment of religion, nor shall any person bo compel- 
led tu attead aay placa of warship, pay tithes, tuxes or other 
rates for bailding or repairing places of worship, or for the 
maintenanes of any minister or ministry. 

Soe, 20. Writs of error shall never be prohibited by law. 

See. 21. No money snail be drawn from the tredsury for 
the baneke of roligteus societies or theological or religious 


seminarios. 
ARTICLE XVIL 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS, 

Section 1. All leases or granta of agricultural land for a 
longor ported than twenty years hereafter mado, in which 
rent or eervice of any kind shall be reseryed, shall be void. 

Sec. 2. The political year for the State of Wisconsin 
shall commence on the Arst day of January in each year. ` 

Sec. 3. Any inhabliuont of this State who may hereafter 
be engaged ‘elthor directly or indirectly in a duei either as 
principal or accessory, shall forever be disqualified from 
kolding any offico under the Constitution and laws of the 
State, and may be punished in such other manner as shall be 
sreseribed by law. l 
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Sec. 4. No. member of Congress nor any person holding 
any office of profit or trust under the United States (Postmas- 
ters excepted) nor under anyother State of the Union, or 
under any foreign power, no:person convicted of any infa- 
mous crime in any court within the United States, and no 
person being à defautter fo (be United States or to this State, 
or-to aly town or county therein, or to any State.or Terr- 
tory within the United States, shall be eligible.to any office of 
trust, profit or honor in this State. Se 

Sec. 5. No person being elected or appointed to ‘the 
office of Governor, Lieutenant Governor,.Senator or Repre- 
sentative in the Legislature, or Jude of the Supreme or 
Circuit Courts, shall be eligible during his term of office to’ 
any other office of trust, profit.or honor in this State, 

Sec, 6. Every person elected.or appointed to the office of 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, :Secretary-of State, Treasur- 
er, Attorney General, Senator. or'Representative in the Legis- 
lature, or Judge of the Supreme or Circuit:Courts, shall be 
required to declare in his oath of office,.before he shall assume 
his office, that he will not during the term for which he is 
elected or appointed to such office, accept the office of Senator 
or Representative in.Congress. 


ARTICLE XVIH. 
“ON AMENDMENTS AND REVISION. 


Section 1. Any amendment or amendments to this Consti- 
tution-may "ba proposed in either house of the Legislature; 
and if the same shall be agreed to by two thirds of the mem- 
bers elected to each of the two houses, such proposed amend- 
ment or amendments, shall be entered on their journal, with 
the yeas and nays taken thereon; and shall be published for 
three months previous to the next annual eleetion, in such 
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manner as the Legislature shall prescribe;. and if the people ` 
shall approve and ratify such. amendment or.amendments, by 

a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon, such 
amendment or amendments shall become a part of the Conati- , 
tution: Provided, that if more than one amendment be sub- 
mitted, they shall be submitted in such manner that the people 
may vote for or against such: amendment separately and- 
distinctly. 

Sec. 2. Every tenth year after this Constitution shall 
have taken effect, it shall be the duty of the Legislature to 
submit to the people at the next annual election, the question 
whether they are in favor of calling a Convention to revise 
the Constitution or not; and if a majority of the qualified 
electors voting thereon, shall have voted in favor of a Con- 
vention, the Legislature shall, at its next session, provide by 
law for holding a Convention, to be holden within six months 
thereafter; and such Convention shall consist of a number of 
members not less than that of the House of Representatives,. 


nor more than that of both houses of the Legislature. 


ARTICLE XIX. 


SCHEDULE. 


Section 1. That no inconvenience may arise from-a change 
of Territorial to a permanent State government, it is declared 
that all rights, actions, prosecutions; judgments, claims and 
contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, shall 
continue as if no such change had taken place; and ali pro- 
cess which may be issued under the authority of the Térri- 
tory of Wisconsin, previous to its admission inte the Union 
of the United States shall be valid, as if issued in the name 


of the State. 
Sec. 2, All jaws now in force in-the Territory of Wisconsin- 
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‘which are not repugnant to'this Constitution, shall remain in 
' force until they expire by their own limitations, or be altered 


or repealed by the legislature. 

Sec. 3. All fines, penalties or forfeitures accruing to the 
Territory of Wisconsin,,shall accrue to the use of the State. 

Sec. 4. All recognizances heretofore taken, or which may 
be taken before the change of Territorial To a permanent 
State government shall remain valid; and shall pass over to, 
and may be prosecuted in the name of the State; and ali bonds 
execated’ to the Governor of the Territory, or any other 
officer or court in his or their official capacity, shall pass 
over to the Governor, or State authority,and their successors 
in office, for the uses therein respectively expressed, and 
may be sued for and recovered accordingly; and all the 
estate or praperty, real, personal or mixed, and all judg- 
ments, bonds; specialties, choses in action, and claims- or 
debts of whatsoever description, of the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, shall inure to and: vest in the state of Wisconsin, and 
may be sued for and recovered in the same manner and to 
the same exteni by the state of Wisconsin as the same could 
have been by the Territory of Wisconsin. ` All criminal pros- 
ecutions and penal actions which may have arisen, or whieh 
may arise, before the change from a Territorial to a State 
government, and which shall then be pending, shall be prose- 
cuted to judgement and execution in the name of the State. 
All actions at law and suits in equity, which may be pending 
in any of the courts of the Territory of Wisconsin at the 
time of the change froma Territorial to a State government, 
shall be continued and:transferred to any court of the State 
which shall have jurisdiction of the subject matter thereof. 

Sec. 5. All officers, civil and military, now holding their 
offices under the authority of the United States, or of the 
Territory of Wisconsin, shall- centinue to hold and exercise: 
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their respective offices until they shall be superseded under : 
the authority of the State. 

. See. 6. The first session of the Legislature of the State of 

Wisconsin, shall commence on the first Monday of November 

next, and shall be held at the village of Madison, which shall 

-be and remain the seat of Government until otherwise pro- ` 
vided for by law. 

Sec. 7. All county and EE officers-shall continue to 
hold their respective, offices, unless removed by the competent 
authority, until the Legislature shall in conformity to the 
provisions of this Constitution provide for the holding of elec- 
tions to fill such offices respectively. 

Sec. 8. The President of this Convention shall immediately 
after its adjournment, cause a fair copy of this Constitution, 
together with a copy of the Act of the Legislature of this 
Territory entitled rr An Act in relation to the formation of a 
State government in Wisconsin,” approved January 31, 1846, 
providing for the calling of this Convention, and also a copy 
of so much of the last census of this Territory as exhibits the 
number of its inhabitants, to be forwarded tothe President 
of the. United States, with the request of this‘Convention in 
behalf of the people of Wisconsin, that all said matters may 
be by him laid before the Congress of the United States at its 
present session. 

Sec. 9. This Constitution shall be submitted at an election 
to be held on the first Tuesday in April next, for ratification or 
rejection, to all persons who shall then have the.qualifications 
ef electors for delegates to this Convention, and all persons 
having such qualifications at the time Jost aforesaid, shall 
Ae entitled to vote for or against the adoption of this Consti- 
tution, and jor all officers to be elected under it. And if the 
Constitution be ratified by the said electors, it shall become 
the Constitution of the State of Wisconsin. On such of the 
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` ballots as are for the, Constitution shall be written or printed 
‘the word * yes,” and on those which are against the ratifica- 


tion of the Constitution the word “no.” The election shall be 
conducted in the manner now prescribed by law, and the fe- 
turns made by the clerks of the boards of supervisors or county 
commissioners, (as the case may be) to the Governar of the 
Territory at any time before the tenth day of May next. And 
in the everit of a ratification of this Constitution by a majority 
of all the vates given, it shall be the duty of the. Governor 
of this Territory to make proclamation of the same, and to 
communicate a digest of the returns’to the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the State, on the first day of their 
session. The Governor shall also issue writs to the proper 
authorities in the several counties, requiring them to cause 
an election to be held-on the first Monday in September noxt, 
for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Treas- 
urer, Attorney General, members of the State Legislature, and 
for all officers who are eléctive under this Constitution, except 
Judges. 

Sec. 10. Two members of Congress shall also be elected 
on the first Monday in September next, and until the first 
enumeration and apportionment shall be made as directed by 
this Constitution, the counties of Brown, Manitowoc, Calumet, 
Fond du Lac, Sheboygan, Washington, Milwaukee, Wauke- 
sha, Racine and Walworth shall constitute the first congres- 
sional district, and elect oné member; and the counties of 
Marquette, Winabags, Columbia, Portage, Sauk, Dodge, Jef- 
ferson, Dane, Rock, Green, lowa, Grant, Richland, Crawford, 
Chippewa, St. Croix.and La Pointe shall constitute the second 
congressional district, and shall elect one member, 

Sec, 11. The first election of judges of the supreme and 
circuit court shall be held on the second Monday of June 
ext, and the Governor of-the Territory. shall by the fifteenth- 
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day of May next, issue writs to the proper authorities in the 
several counties and districts, requiring such election to be 
held on the day aforesaid, m their respective counties and 
districts, 

See. 12. The several elections provided for in this article 
shal! be conducted according to the existing laws of this Ter- 
ritory, and the returns (except for township. and county offi- 
eers) shall be certified and transmitted to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, at the seat of government,in such 
time that they may be received on the first Monday of Novem- 
ber next; and as soon as the legislature shall be organized, 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President 
of the Senate shall, in the presence of both houses, examine 
the returns and declare who are duly elected to fill the several 
offices hereinbefore mentioned. 

See. 13, All persons to he eligible to any office in this 
State, shall have the qualifications of electors as specified in 
article “On sufrage and the elective franchise.” 

Sea. 14. Such parts of the commen laws as have hereto. 
fore boon in use in the Territory of Wisconsin, not inconsis- 
tent with this Constitution and the statute laws which may be 
am force, shall be and enne rart of the law of this State 
until altered er suspended by the Lecisiatare. 
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Seo. 1S. The Govercor, Ltcutenant Governor ai cther 
State chiens frst cleeted uncer this Coustitetion shall enter 
upon the duties ei m the first Monday 
af November next, aci shall ecotince in ofise for two sears, 
fram the Gre Cay ef January following; and the judges cleei- 
aJ oncer this Const has enter noon the dories of their 
ees or the tre: dy Janunry after soch election, and 
Warr terms cf cies shall be for Ive yems after sald Eat Cay 
efdsnusry. And the Govercer and cther Territoris) cfficers 
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whose piaces are supplied by the electisn under this Constitu- 
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tion, shall continue in office until their successors are qualified 
and enter upon the duties of thoir office as before stated, 

Sec. 16. The oaths of office may be administered by any 
judge or justice of the peace until the Legislature shall-other- 
wise direct. S 


> 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolved, That the Legislature shall, at its first session, 
pass an act forever refusing the assent of this State to the 
provisions of an act of Congress entitled “ An act to grant a 
quantity of land to the Territory of Wisconsin, for the pur- 
pose of aiding in opening a canal to connect the waters of Lake 
Michigan with those of Rock River,” approved the eighteenth 
day of June, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and refusing 
the grant therein made, and refusing to assume the trusts there- 
by created, i 

Resolved, That the Congress of the United States be and 18 
hereby requested, upon the admission of this State into the 
Union, so to alter the provisions of the said act of Congress, 
approved June eighteenth, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
and soto alter the terms and conditions of the grant made 
therein that the odd-numbered sections thereby granted, and 
the proceeds of so much thereof as shall have been sold by 
the Territory of Wisconsin, may be held and disposed of by 
the State as part of the five hundred thousand acres of land te 
which the State is entitled by the provisions of an act of Con- 
gress entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 
:stles of the public Tands-and to grant pre-emption rights,” 
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approved the fourth day of September, eighteen hundred and 
forty-one: that the even-numbered sections. reserved by Cony 
gress may: be offered far sale ‘by the United States for the same 
minimum price and subject to: the same rights of pre-emption 
as other public lands of the United States. 

Resolved, That in case the said odd-numbered sections shall 
be ceded to the State as aforesaid, the same shall besold by the 
State, in the same manner, at the same minimum price and: 
subject to the sume right of | pre-emption to occupants as the 
public lands of the United States are now sold, and ‘the excess 
price-‘over and above: one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre, absolutely or conditionally contracted to be paid by the 
purchasers of any part of ‘said sections which shall have been 
sold by the Territory of. Wisconsin, shall be remitted to such 
purchasers, their representatives or assigns. 

Resolved, That Congress be requested, upon the admission 
of this State into the Union, to pass an act whereby the grant 
of five hundred thousand acres-of land, to which this State is 
entitled by the provisions of an act of Congress entitled o An 
act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved the fourth day of 
September, eighteen hundred and forty-one, and also the five 
per centum of the nett proceeds of the public lands lying with- 
in this State, to which this State shall become-entitled on her 
admission into the Union, by the provisions of an act of Con- 
gress entitled “An act to enable the people of Wisconsin Ter- 
ritory to form a Constitution and State Government, and for 
the admission of such State into the Union,” approved the sixth 
day of August, eighteen hundred and forty-six, shall be gran- 
ted to this State for the use of schcols, instead of the purposes 
mentioned in that behalf in the said acts of Congress-respec- 
tively. 

Resolved, That the foregoing Resolutions be appended te: 
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and signed with the Constitution of this State, and submitted 
therewith to the people of this Territory, and to the Congress 
of the United States: 


D. A. J, UPHAM, President 


La Faverte KerLLoce, Secretary. 


J. Y. Smith, 

And’w E. Elmore, 
Asa Kinney, 

E. G. Ryan, 

A. Hyatt Smith, 
Frad, $. Lovell, 

C. H. Parsons, 
Stephen O, Bennett, 
Daniel Harkin, 

CAL Baker, 

Garret M. Fitzgerald, 
James B, Carter, 
Nathaniel Dickinson, 
John M. Babcock, 
Francis Huebschmanny 
Horace Chase, 

W. W. Graham, 
Johu Cooper, 

Wm. R. Hesk, 

Pitts Ellis, 

Joseph Kinney, 
Benj’n Fuller, 
Thomas James, 
Henry C. Goodrich, . 
Hiram Barber, 

Wm. M, Dennis, . 


of the Convention. 


La Fayette Hill, 
Benjamin Granger, 
Josiah Topping, 

N. E. Whitesides, 
Joseph Bowker, 
John W. Boyd, 
Stoddard Judd, 

Geo. B. Hail, 
Lyman H. Seaver, 
Nathaniel F. Hyer, 
James Chamberlain, 
Franklin Z. Hicks, 
David L. Mills, 
James MaGone, 
John H. Manahan, 
J. R. Vineyard, 

P. A. R. Brace, ; 
David Noggle, 
Hiram Brown, 
James M. Moore, 
Joel F. Wilson, 
Hopewell Cox, 
Patrick Toland, 
Joha Crawford, 
Garret Vliet, 
Sanford P, Hammond, — 


` 
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Noah Phelps, 
Davis Bowen, 
Israel Inman, Jr. 
Charles E. Brown, 
Edward H. Janssen, 
Patrick Rogan, 
George Hyer, 
Elihu L. Atwood, 
Aaron Rankin, 
Samuel T. Clothier, 
Solmous Wakely, 
Jas. P. Hays, 
Lorenzo Bevans, 
Geo. B. Smith, 
Horace D. Patch, 
Evander M. Soper, 
Wm. Bell, 


Sewall Smith, , 
William Holcombe, 


_ Bostwick O'Conner, 


Edward Coumbe, 
Joseph S. Pierce, 
S. W. Beall, 

Wm. R Smith, 
Moses Meeker, 
Wm. H. Clark, 
Lemuel Goodell, 
Warren Chase, 
Jeremiah Drake, 
Andrew Burnside, 
James Dyane Doty, 
Wm. C. Green, 
Joshua L. White, 


H 


— euer, Auger Zä E, 
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RESOLUTION `. > 
ON COLORED SUFFRAGE. 


Eesolved, That at the same time when the votes of the 
electors shail be taken for the adoption or rejection of this 
Constitution, an additional section in the following words, viz: 
& All male citizens of the African blood, possessing the quali- 
fications required by the first section of the article on * Suf- 
frage and the elective franchise,” shall have the right to vote 
for all officers, and be eligible to all offices that now are or 
hereafter may be elective by the people after the adoption 
of this Constitution,” shall be submitted to the electors of this 
State for adoption or rejection. in the form following, to wit: 
A separate ballot may be given by every person having the 
right to vote for the adoption of this Constitution to be 
deposited in a separate box. Upon the ballots given for the 
adoption of the said separate amendment, shall be written or 
printed or partly written and partly printed the words “Equal- 
suffrage to colored persons, Yes,” and upon the ballots given 
against the adoption of the said separate amendment, in like 
manner, the words, “Equal suffrage to colored persons, No,” 
and on such ballots shall be written or printed, or ‘partly writ- 
ten and partly printed, the words “Constitution Suffrage,” in 
such manner that such words shall appear.on the outside of 
sach ballot when folded. If, at the said election a majority of 
all the votes given for and against the said separate amendment 
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_ shall contain the words “Equal Suffrage to colored persom. 
Yes,” then the said separate amendment after the adoption of | 
this Constitution shall be à separate section of Article 
of this Constitution, in fali force opd effect, any thing contain» 
Gd in the Constitution to the contrary notwithstanding. 


D. A. J. UPHAM, President. 
La Eaverrs Ketnose, Secretary. 
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